
















































































































































































































































































































I, and other residents and voters of Belvedere and Tiburon are very concerned 
about the proposed massive addition to the library for the following reasons: 

1. We believe the current.beautifullibrary is more than adequate for the needs of 
our community. 

2. E-Books are becoming more common and popular, requiring less access to 
bookstores and libraries. 

3. The structure as planned will block the views of "our most visible landmark" , 
Old St. Hilary Church, and adjacent open space we residents and the Landmark 
Society fought so hard for and contributed so much time and money. 

4. Considering the current financial crisis we cannot afford either the cost of 
construction or maintenance of this huge structure. 

5. Meeting facilities are more than adequate for the community considering the 
city hall, the recently constructed meeting structures at our schools and perhaps the 
proposed recreation facility. . 

6. This proposed large structure is advanced by only a few of the voters and 
residents of Belvedere and Tiburon. The project should at least be delayed until it can 
be ·placed on the ballot of the next general election, as it should be in a democracy for 
all of the voters to decide, not just a few. Many may feel that this project will diminish 
the historic beauty of Tiburon. 

Warren M. Russell, M.D. Forty year resident 

Enclosed: Photos of the story poles of the intended structure taken from the vantage 
point photo of the Landmarks Society panel stating" Our Most Valuable Landmark" .. 

To: Tiburon Planning Commission 
cc. Scott Anderson, Community Develoment Director 
Residents of Tiburon and Belvedere 

9/14/2011 
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Old St. Hilary Church was erected in .1888 to meet the spiritual needs of the railroad workers who i
were 

mostly Irish and italian Catho] ics. 
, ' I 

This picture, from' the early IgOOs, is typical of many showing the church occupying its commanding vigil 

on the ba rren hi lis; de" Now owned by th e" Bel ved ere -Tib UfO n . La n d rna rks SOCie@9ll'l1ll'l!WI1I'1r:s ~ : 2!llJ 
site with a unique wildflower preserve. . ' '! ' , ' ' , 
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5 T E p H E N E R A 

September 14th, 20 I I 

To the City of Tiburon, 

As a long time resident of this small city I would like to make a definitive statement regarding the 
importance, to both myself and my wife, of the Library under the direction of Deborah Mazzolini. 

Since we moved here we have used the library in many ways. Borrowing books and films being just 
the most frequent. 

We attend exhibits, lectures, the film series, meet friends, and watch the Acadamy Awards in an 
environment fun, festive and enthusiastic. 

But even all that doesn't really explain our relationship with the Library. 

Simply put, the Library is the beating heart of Tiburon. Without it we· would be living in a beautiful 
country club. With it, we have a locus of knowledge, friendship and culture. With a fax machine. 

Whatever it takes to make this Library bigger, better, or more secure is what it deserves, and what 
we as the citizens of Tiburon are privileged to share. 

Stephen Sera 

Nathalie Nutting 

EXHIBIT NO. 30 
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Scott Anderson 

From: Jill Barnett Dillgbarnett@gmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, September 20, 2011 2:07 PM 

To: Scott Anderson 

Subject: Comments on Library Expansion 

Limiting Library Expansion 

I have reservations with the Library expansion plans. The goals of this proposal can be $atisfied if we creatively 
coordinate use of existing community resources.' . 

1. Accessible Off site storage coupled with continued use of the County Wide Inter-Library 
system would be significantly less expensive than construction of a massive new building 
addition. . 

2. Meeting space for an expanded Special Programs schedule currently exists within the 
Belvedere-Tiburon Community. Previously approved special tax assessment to renovate our 
three public schools· on the Peninsula has resulted in well-designed and under-utilized 
meeting and coriference space. Both larger multipurpose rooms and smaller classrooms in 

. our schools could be made ·available one or two nights during the week to accommodate all 
size audiences. How about renting or purchasing the market in the Cove and remodel if so 
much additional space is needed. Do we really need to spend millions of dollars to duplicate 
existingJesources? 

3. Several years ago the library committe stated that a computer training center was needed to 
teacH older residents how to use the computer. I believe over time, these citizens ofthe 
Peninsula will simply not need computer training as this skill is already well developed in the 
younger generations, the future senior Citizens. I can't imagine the Library would need 
additionalspacetopurchase more computers for use at the library as I am sure in our 
community almost everyone has a computer at home .. 

4. I don't know if a cafe is in the plans but several year ago the library committee also wanted a 
cafe. Although this sounds like fun, why would you want-totake away business from our 
establised local business in Tiburon? 

. 5. The community has contributed money for open space, the story poles make the proposed 
addition look massive and will cover up the beautiful view between the current library and 
Tiburon Town Hall. I am against an additional massive building on Tiburon Blvd. 

6. Construction--Currently it is impossible to leave Town any time after 1 :30pm. 
With school and the construction trade traffic Tiburon Blvd is a major traffic jam. During 

.... --·constrlJction therewillbeadditionanraffic·andafterwardsmore-traffic-headedin-andout-of ........... c •.. -

the area. 

Thanks for the opp·ortunity to give my input 

Sincerely, 

Jill Barnett EXHIBIT No.~1 
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To: Editor, The Ark, 
Tiburon 'Town Council 
Belvedere City CoLincii 

How big is big enough? 

Library Expansion 

We have watched with interest and growing concern the plan being proposed f~IHf-t~Jf:m\J[1 DIV~SmiJ 
library expansion. 

On Sept. 14th the Planning Commission recommended to Town Council that the project be 
reduced in size. We support their conclusion., The Commission is on the right track. 

The following are suggestions that we trust the Town Council will take into consideration as they 
deliberate the library expansion plans. ' . 

• The scale of the building is overWhelming. The current library sits comfortably at the 
entranGe to town. Its neighbor, Town Hall, is of similar scale so the sight is very pleasant 
as you come down Tiburon Blvd. ' 

• The scope of the project has grown from people space, bookshelves, storage and kid's 
corners, to a full-blown two-story community center complete with coffee shop, 
bookstore, meeting rooms, vistas and plazas. While the concept of such a center may be 
appealing, this site can reasonably accommodate the library, slightly expanded, but not 
all the other amenities proposed. . 

• The second story needs to be reconsidered. It makes the building loom over the space 
around it, and cuts off precious views of Old St. Hilary's and the open space; a concern 
that was raised by residents of both Tiburon and Belvedere. 

• The current parking works reasonably well. The plan as proposed, places all of the 
parking behind the library, and will require an intrusion into the marsh buffer zone. For 
the handicapped, it is too far away from either building to be convenient. ". 

• While we usually oppose General Plan amendments, we understand one has already 
been granted when the 2004 pial) was approved. No additional marsh intrusion or 
General Plan amendments would be required if the plans were scaled back. 

• We agree with Commissioners' concerns regarding the proposed private staff offices .. To 
dedicate 50% of the existing library to staff offices and still scramble to find expansion 
space for the children and teens definitely needs further study. 

• Many events held in the Founders Room dO not require staff or paperwork from the 
library, so these events could easily be held at any of the other meeting spaces around 
town. " 

• While the onsite bookstore and proposed cafe might be. desirable in a community center, 
they may not be cost effective here. The bookstore on the Boardwalk is a winner and it 
appeals to all, including tourists visiting our community. In its present location it is visible 
and accessible even to those who don't use the library. 

We urge the current decision-makers to be careful and thoughtful. The library represents the 
-- -neatfof6iJr'com5inea comtnuiiities;-l:mritneean-dfoelTfdnumental to-do-so~ . 

Signed: 

Joan Bergsund, Former Mayor Tiburon 

Valerie Bergmann, Former Mayor Tiburon 

EX~IIBIT NO. ~cl Terry Hennessy; Former Mayor Tiburon I . . 



Scott Anderson 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

PL International - Maria Lambert [Maria@plintl.com] 

Saturday, September 24, 2011 5:16 PM . 

Scott Anderson 

Subject: Library Expansion Project 

Dear Mr. Anderson, 

Page 1 of 1 

We have a beautiful library. When the initial proposal to build the current building was presented, it received 
the support of our community. It was a necessity and most of us were all happy witp the. result. 

I do not support the proposed expansion of our library for the following reasons: 

For a town of our size, I do notthink we need to triple the size of our current library. 
I think the library offer:s. many wonderful activities and classes, to the point that it operates like a 
recreation center as well. Perhaps we should create or expand the Tiburon-Belvedere recreation center, 
rather than the Ijbrary (7). 
I can't justify our library becoming bigger than our Town Hall. 
The expansion would simply destroy and devastate the beautiful park behind the library; the new 
parking lot and traffic would certainly affect the natural habitat of the marsh and end its tranquility. 
In these harsh economic times, I think we should show more humility and be grateful for what we 
already h,ave, which is a very nice library for a nice town of our size. 

If some expansion is absolutely necessary to ensure a healthy layout for the public and a healthy work 
environment for the staff, then I hope the powers that be will reconsider this project and expand the'front of 
the building (for example), or raise the building by adding another·floor so,we don't destroy the park and the 
marsh areas. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Best regards, 
Maria Lambert 
PO Box 1048 , 
Tiburon, California 94920, USA 
Phone: 1-415-435-6293 
Mobile: 1-415-726-8677 
Fax: 1-415-435-0952 

9126/2011 

EXI-IIBIT No.ll 



Scott Anderson 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Nancy Gale [nancymgale@gmail.com] 
Tuesday, September 27,2011 5:34 AM 
Scott Anderson 
Library Expansion 

I am writing to protest the planned library expansion as I have previously done in the Ark 
when this project first arose. 
We now have a lovely building suited in size to our small community and an outstanding 
architectural expression which all residents can enjoy. The present building is only 12 
years old. The planned expansion is going to take away from views up the hill and occupy 
open space with a parking lot. Many, many residents are opposed to this unnecessary 
project, especially during tough economic times. In addition, many people now have iPads 
and Kindles. 
I am sorry I will miss this October meeting and a chance to speak up about this but I am 
traveling in Europe for a few weeks. 
Why are the· huge environmental issues being ignored? Why are the large number of local 
residents opposed to this project being ignored? Nancy Gale, Tiburon 

Sent from my iPad 
r- • 1 ~'\ "," . ';~~l 

-] _1 

SEP 1 , 2011 

1 EXHIBIT NO.~ 



September 26, 2011 

Tiburon Town Council 
Tiburon Town Hall 
Tiburon CA 94920 

Cilrd'YII L()see I:lJl4 
2S Ma.-ine.-() #2{) 

Tibu.-()n C4 ~4.~2c) 

RE: Bel-Tib Library Expansion Project 

Respected Town Council Members: 

SEP 2 7 2011 

I am writing to express my support for the Bel-Tib Library expansion project. I am a resident of 
Tiburon (my home overlooks Old St. Hilary's Botanical Preserve), a mother, an environmental 
consultant, a poet, and a volunteer for the library. It has been my experience that library staff, 
attendees of art lectures and poetry readings, and children do not have enough meeting and work 
space. Children and young adults need to have space to meet, to study in groups and 
individually, and attend programs. Adults want access to technology resources and comfortable 
places to gather, to study, and to interact. 

It has also come to my attention that the Reed School District has grown by 25 percent over the 
past 4 years, and that these children need to have an open, safe gathering place (my son 
included). The role of the library has evolved in its importance: it provides equal access to 
information, it brings cultural activities to the peninsula of Tiburon, and it provides access to 
technology. We need to have local access to enlightening programs such as in-person art and 
literary events, and not be forced to drive off the peninsula to get them. 

I feel very strongly that we should assist our library in providing both the fundamental needs and 
rights of our community: equal access to information and technology, and freedom of speech 
and thought. Thank you for taking these points into consideration when you make the decision 
for or against the improvement of what I consider to be our greatest asset, the Bel-Tib Library. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
Carolyn Losee RP A 

EXI-IIBIT No.3S 
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From: Ann Green <anngreen@mac.com> 
Date: September 29,2011 7:23:49 AM PDT 
To: jfraser@paclmion.com 

SEP 2 9 2011 

Subject: Tiburon library expansion 

Dear Jim: 
My husband John McComish and I are concerned about the expansion plans for the 
library. In The Ark that we received yesterday, we read a letter from the 3 former mayors 
speaking to several points regarding the expansion. We concur whole heartedly. 
In addition, one of the previous letters referred to the Mill Valley library as an example to 
follow. Tliat library is stepped down a hillside and has a very small profile at the street 
level. It does not interfere with the redwood grove or the general feel of the area. This 
hew Tiburon library would be way too massive and dominate the entry to Tiburon. The 
view of the hillside Open Space that many of us support and participate. in through our 
taxes would be eliminated. 
It sounds like we need a Community Center more than a new library expansion. Frankly, 
I think most teens and pre teens are involved with so many sports and other activities 
sponsored by Parks and Recs predominately, but also the TPC and Belvedere Tennis 
Club that their homework time is spent after 5 at home. A Community Center in another 
location could provide an important focal point to the community. 
I would urge you also to look carefully at the impact on the Marsh. There are so many 
birds that use that wonderful peaceful place to feed, breed and rest that any encroachment 
on their space would be against all the the General Plan had in mind for their use ofthat 
area. I'm sure the residents of the Marsh condominiums would echo the positive 
ecological importance of the Marsh. . . 
I regret the brevity of our thoughts but I hope our voice will help you make a thoughtful 
decision about this sensitive subject. 
Ann Green 
1705 Centro West 
Ann Green 
anngreen@mac.com 
lic#00624012 
Frank Howard Allen Co. 
Tiburon/Belvedere Office 
(415) 435-9992 

EXHIBIT NO. ~ , 



TOWN OF TIBURON 
1505 Tiburon Boulevard 
Tiburon, CA 94920 

Town Council Meeting 
October 5, 20ll 

Agenda Item: P ff- 2-

STAFF REPORT 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Reviewed By: 

BACKGROUND 

Mayor and Members Of the Town Council 

Community Development Department 

Alta Robles Precise Development Plan (PD #20); 3825 Paradise Drive; 
File # 30701; Consider Precise Development Plan and Prezoning for a 14-
unit residential project on approximately 52 acres; Assessor Parcel 
Numbers 039-021-13 and 039-301-01 (Continued from August 31 and 
Se tember 21, 2011) . 

The Town Council discussed this item and its meeting of August 31, 2011, provided direction to 
. the applic81lt, and continued the item to the meeting of September 21, 2011. That meeting was 

cancelled and the item automatically continued to the next Council meeting on October 5,2011. 

On September 21,2011, the Town received a written request (Exhibit 1) from the applicant for a 
continuance ofthe item to the regular meeting ofN9vember 2,2011. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Towil Council continue the item without discussion to the regular 
. meeting of November 2, 2011. 

EXHIBITS 

Letter from Daniel Rabin dated September 21,2011. 

Prepared By: Daniel M. Watrous, Planning Manager 

TOWN OF TIBURON PAGE 1 OF.!. 



September 21,2011 Email and US Post 

Honorable Mayor and Town Council Members 

cloScott Anderson, Community Development Director 
Town of Tiburon Community Development Department 
1505 Tiburon Boulevard 
Tiburon CA 94920 

RE: Alta Robles Residential Development Town Council Meeting 
Rabin/SODA: Applications for Alta Robles Project-

. 3825 Paradise Drive Tiburon: Assessor's Parcel # 039-021-01 & 
039-301':39: Town File # 30701: PD #20, PD#49 - PrezonelAnnexation 

Dear Mayor and Council; 

~ "'::"':J j 

~c:; J 

SEP 2 1 2011 

On September 8, 2011 via email our consultant Scott Hochstrassernotified the Town staff that 
. our project team and family will not be ready to submit additional infonnation you requested in 
time for inclusion in a package for the September 21, 2011 Town Council meeting set 
previously for further discussion of this matter. Accordingly, please let this letter be our formal 
request to continue this matter to the meeting on November 2, 2011 when a full council will be 
in attendance. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance and cooperation, please accept our apology for any 
inconvenience that may result from this request. 

Sincerely, 

Jt-~ 
Daniel Rabin, Rabin Family Representative 

cc: Tiburon Town Manager 
Alta Robles Development Team 

1 
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