Town of Tiburon

STAFF REPORT AGENDAITEM __F3

TO: DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

FROM: KRISTIN KRASNOVE, ASSOCIATE PLANNER

SUBJECT: COURTESY REVIEW OF LIGHTING PLAN FOR LYFORD COVE UTILITY
UNDERGROUNDING PROJECT

MEETING DATE: OCTOBER 6, 2005 DW

BACKGROUND:

In November 2004, the Town Council adopted a resolution formally establishing the Lyford Cove
Utility Undergrounding Assessment District. The District’s engineers have completed
construction plans and specifications for the utility undergrounding project which will include the
removal of all existing overhead power, telephone, and cable wires, as well as the poles
supporting these utilities. There are currently 29 street light fixtures on utility poles in the
District. When the poles come down, so will these fixtures; 17 will be replaced.

The Traffic Safety Committee (made up of the Police Chief, Police Captain, Public Works
Director, Superintendent of Public Works, and the Community Development Director) reviewed
the lighting plan on September 29, 2005. Following a public discussion, the Committee agreed
that the proposed lighting was safe and adequate and approved the plan. The County of Marin
Department of Public Works and Republic Electric have also reviewed the plan favorably.

The construction documents for the utility undergrounding have already been approved by the
Town Council. The proposed lighting plan and fixtures are now being presented to the Design
Review Board for courtesy review.

ANALYSIS:

Location

There are currently 29 light fixtures in the district, and the lighting plan proposes to have 17 in
place following the utility undergrounding. The fixtures are to be placed so as to retain some of
the existing lighting conditions but with a more narrow radius of illumination. Overall, there are
15 existing fixtures that would be completely removed. Fourteen other fixtures would be
replaced with new fixtures in the same location, and there are three locations where new
fixtures would be installed.

Nearly all of the proposed lighting locations are at intersections. The only place where lights are
to be located away from an intersection is along the southern portion of Paradise Drive between
Mar West Street and Mar East Street.
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Design

The proposed fixture was chosen and designed with a criterion that best meets the needs of
Lyford Cove and Tiburon. The overall height of the fixture is approximately 13'6” with the
lamp/light source at a height of approximately 11’3” (nearly half the height of the existing
fixtures). The pole is fiberglass with a gooseneck arm and luminaire that is painted steel. The
light fixtures are designed to be reminiscent of historical lighting existing in Southern Marin near
the early 1900’s. The wave shade is still in use in older sections of Sausalito. The fluted pole
was chosen to make stickers, flyers, and graffiti difficult to attach. The poles would be painted
in a very dark semi-gloss cedar green, to blend in with the surrounding natural environment.

The fixtures are considered “Dark sky friendly”, shielding the light source from a 90 degree
angle and up. The light source would only be visible to viewers below the level of the lamp
shade. The lamp source is a 70-watt, High Pressure Sodium bulb, chosen for its natural warm
coloring.

PUBLIC COMMENT

As of the date of this report, no public comment has been received concerning this project.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Design Review Board consider public testimony and provide
feedback on the lighting plan as it relates to the design aspects of the Lyford Cove lighting plan
and fixtures.

EXHIBITS:

1. Lyford Cove lighting plan
2. Light fixture plan
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